
48 majestymagazine.com

At around this time, Cambodians started seeing the King’s
face on the moon. Stories about this appeared in newspapers
and indeed the moon was full after Sihanouk died and its
landscape looked like the features on a human face. 

By the beginning of February, it had been three and a half
months since King Sihanouk’s death. During that time, his
body lay in a closed casket inside the Royal Palace as groups
of barefoot mourners came to pay their respects.

On 4 February, King Sihamoni and his mother led
dignitaries including French Prime Minister Jean-Marc
Ayrault, Prince Akishino of Japan and several Southeast
Asian leaders as they performed rituals around the area where
the pagoda-like crematorium stood. After religious ceremonies

led by chanting monks, Sihanouk’s tearful widow and son
attempted to light the pyre, but only when the Cambodian
Prime Minister tried did it light. A 101-gun salute echoed in
the night and fireworks burst over the city.

‘It’s the last day for us all to pay homage to the great hero
King and to send him to heaven,’ Prince Thomico told a
news agency. ‘It is the day for the whole nation to say
goodbye to His Majesty. He is the hero of Cambodia.’

Some of King Sihanouk’s ashes were scattered near the
confluence of four rivers in Phnom Penh; others were put
in an urn that, in accordance with his wishes, was placed in
the grounds of the Royal Palace near those of his daughter,
Kantha Bopha, who died aged three.

P
IC

T
U

R
E

S
: R

E
X

 F
E

A
T

U
R

E
S

M

RIGHT: The King of
Cambodia and his mother
escort King Sihanouk’s
ashes through the
streets of Phnom Penh 

BELOW: The barge
carrying the ashes of
King-Father Norodom
Sihanouk sails up the
Mekong River
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